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G-V-A-044 Late 19th century 
Red House School 
Red House 
Private 

Red House School is a rectangular, one bay by three bay balloon 
frame building with a gable end facade. It rests on a stone foundation 
and is sheathed with weatherboard. Three 6/6 sash windows are evenly 
spaced on the two long walls and a four-panel door with a three pane 
transom light pierces the facade. Schools of this basic form were 
commonly built in the rural areas of Garrett County from the late nine
teenth through the early twentieth centuries. 
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DESCRIPTION G-V-A-044 

—EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

CONDITION 

^DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

^UNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

2lORIG(NAL SITE 

MfWFn DATF 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Redhouse School is located on the west side of U.S. Route 219 just north 
of its intersection with U.S. Route 50. The facade of the school faces the 
road, pointing southeast. 

The one story schoolhouse is a rectangular one bay by three bay, balloon 
frame building with a gable end facade. 

The building sits on a coursed, roughly squared stone foundation. 
Weatherboard with cornerboards covers its exterior walls. Three, six over six 
sash windows with plain board surrounds are evenly spaced on the northeast and 
southwest elevations and a four-panel door with a three pane transom light 
pierces the facade. The gable roof has a brick chimney located at the center 
of the ridgeline. Its cornice consists of boxed rafter ends with a frieze of 
two plain horizontal boards. 

A scar across the facade indicates the location of a porch that has fallen. 
An undated historic photograph of the building reveals a shed porch with four 
supports in this location as well as a pointed arch, brick spark guard on the 
chimney. 

The interior is a one room classroom paneled with narrow horizontal board. 
The ceiling is covered with a narrower board and the window surrounds are plain. 

( See G-V-A-045 Knepp Gas Station, negative #31: mid 1930's photograph 
of Knepp Gas Station and Red House School. ) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The single story, gable facade form of this building and its 
one bay by three bay size is typical of the rural schools found in 
Garrett County from the late nineteenth through the early twentieth 
centuries. (See also: G-V-A-117 Corunna School, G-II-A-046 Asher 
Glade School, G-I-A-o85 Dorsey School,) 
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G R A C E E . F I L E R ' S R A M B L I N G S 

In 1931 P r o f e s s o r Frankl in D- Rathbun appointed me to this one 
room school at Red House, Maryland, to complete the t e rm of M r s . Leona 
P r e s s m a n Ward. 

I boarded at the home of M r . and M r s . F rank Shaffer, These 
wonderful people were jus t like grandparents to m e . They were typical 
G a r r e t t County P i o n e e r s . They were deeply rel igious and of the Lutheran 
faith. M r s . Shaffer taught the Ladies Bible c lass and played the piano for 
church s e r v i c e s . They were both avid r e a d e r s . M r s . Shaffer was an 
accomplished mus ic ian . She had a boundless energy. She was a wonderful 
cook and bake r . She was famous for her griddle cakes and people traveled 
grea t dis tances to enjoy them. Their home was heated with wood, and they 
both cut the wood and stacked i t . They loved the outdoors . M r . Shaffer 
belonged to the National Guard and was stationed in Eckhar t , Maryland during 
the coal s t r i k e s . He was a great f isherman and in the winter would make 
his own l ines , flies and s i n k e r s . He also was a skilled hunter and made the 
lead pel lets for his gun by melting the lead in the kitchen and pouring it into 
molds . On Sundays they always brought friends home to d inner . They had 
many grandchi ldren and each one was dearly loved. 

T H E OLD B U I L D I N G 

It was a small one room building measur ing about 30 feet by 20 
feet, with windows on ei ther s ide . There were two outside to i le t s , one 
for the boys and one for the g i r l s , and a coal house . Across the front was 
a blackboard and a t eacher s desk. Between the windows was s t re tched green 
burlap which se rved as our bulletin b o a r d s . In the back of the room, to the 
left, was a shelf or two for lunch boxes and nails for hanging coats on. To 
the right was a water bucket , wash pan and water coo le r . The water was 
c a r r i e d from M r . Ben Knepps r e s idence . The boys loved to take turns 
car ry ing the wa te r . In the middle of the floor was a giant pot bellied - frost 
ki l ler s tove . Not mi ch money was spent on the old building in anticipation of 
the new one . The floor had r idges in it and the wind would blow up your 
s k i r t s . Around the stove the floor was covered with a huge tin Mail Pouch 
Tobacco s ign. The floor was oiled occasionally to keep down the dust. We 
were bounded on one side by the Lutheran Cemetary and we couldn ' t have 
r e c e s s on days of funera l s . 

• 
The children sat in double s e a t s . On very cold days , below ze ro , 

there were many absent and we pulled the desks c lose r to the s tove . 
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T H E O L D B U I L D I N G ( c o n t . ) 

The jani tor was paid two dollars a month to build the f ires and 
keep the building c lean . 

. . . . 

The j an i to r s were Denver Mart in , Alvin Lee and J e s s i e Shuttleworth. 

The re were fifty pupils enrol led. When Mr . Marshal l Brown came 
to adminis ter State Tes t s he had to climb over the many pupils de sks . 

• • 

There were few discipline p r o b l e m s . These were taken ca re of at 
home. This was like one big family we all had respec t and affection for each 
o ther . It was like "Open Space Schools Today" only be t t e r . These were 
indeed "Happy D a y s " . 

I c r ied myself to sleep one night because Orville Wolfe got hit in the 
head with a bat and had a t e r r ib le lump. 

U N U S U A L S C H O O L LAW (lOQdays) 

In the late twenties and ear ly th i r t ies the Gar re t t County School law 
allowed boys "to enter school on November f i rs t and leavf; in ear ly May. They 
were only requ i red to attend one hundred days . They were needed on the 
farms in the Spring for planting, and in the Fall for ha rves t ing . These young 
men were eager to get an education and often attended school in thei r late 
teens and were m a r r i e d soon af ter . 

B U S R O U T E S & D R I V E R S 

One of the finest bus d r i v e i s ever to operate a school bus in these 
United States was M r . E rnes t Gor tne r . He was affectionately called by the 
name "Ern" and had a reputation eqjaled by none. Ern lost an a r m while 
serving in the Armed Services dur i rg World War 1. The loss of his a rm 
didn ' t keep him from being a skilled d r i v e r . He would make many extra 
stops and wait patiently for s t r a g g l e r s . This was a blessing in Ga r r e t t 
County ' s s eve re winter weather . His run was from Gnegy Church to Oakland 
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BUS ROUTES & DRIVERS (cont.) 

High School. To my knowledge he never had an accident . 

Other excellent d r ive r s and men of integrity were M r . Paul Welch 
and M r . Greely O. Janoske . 

T H E N E W B U I L D I N G 

What a t h r i l l . We thought the t ime would never come . At l a s t , 
moving day, how we had packed all the ma te r i a l s in our beloved one 
room school was a m y s t e r y . 

The new building had two la rge rooms one for grades 1, 2 and 3 
and the other for grades 4 , 5, 6 and 7 . There was a book room lined 
with she lves . A spacious "Gir ls Room" and "Boys Room", and a l a rge 
auditorium in the basement and a kitchen furnace room. The ent rance 
was from a small cement covered porch , leading into a spacious ha l l . 
The building was of red brick with white t r i m . The side facing the 219 
had all l a rge windows. The roof was of twilight blended color sh ing les . 
Before the furnace was instal led the building was heated by huge coal 
s toves . 

We had drinking fountains for the f irs t t i m e . 
• 

Two sides of the room, front and left, were chalk b o a r d s . The 
r e a r was a cloak room with hooks and lunch she lves . The back was a huge 
bulletin board with book shelves underneath . We had e lec t r i c l ights and an 
electr ic be l l . We had a curved driveway for school b u s e s . 

• 
We had a huge g ra s sy playground and la ter a ball field. 

Underneath the front windows were beautiful sh rubbery . These 
were p lanted by the Universi ty of Maryland Hort icul ture Group as a cour tesy 
to m e , a former g radua te . These boys were supervised by Reverend Alvak 
K. J o n e s . He also supervised their c a r e . We had sidewalks leading to the 
playground. The auditorium is now c la s s rooms and new additions have been 
made . 

The jani tors in the new building were Amos Mart in , Frankl in Wolfe, 
Herber t Soe lders , Ray Mosser and Ear l Ha r sh . 
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Two schools were combined, Gnegy Church and Red House . 
• 

M r s . Marguer te Cook Wilson was the teacher of Grades 1, 2 and 
3 . A bet ter friend I ' l l never have . 

Grace E . F i l e r was a teaching principal for about twelve y e a r s at 
Red House. 

TRUSTEES OF THE RED HOUSE SCHOOL 

Benj amine F . Knepp 
Ray E . Mosser 
John Bachtel 
J ames Hamilton 
Amos Martin 
Dewey Gnegy 
George Martin 
Frank Shaffer 

Trus tees had to sign the teachers attendance r epo r t before she 
could be paid. It would take three nights to have the repor t taken home 
to farm homes to be s igned. T r u s t e e s had to approve of the teacher and 
recommend h'er for r e - h i r i n g . They also were responsible for request ing 
r epa i r s to the school building. Any unusual problems were r e f e r r e d to 
the t r u s t e e s . These men were selected on the basis of their c i t i zensh ip . 
They were the best men in the community. You could never place a value 
on their s e r v i c e s . They se rved without any pay and helped make G a r r e t t 
County schools the f inest . 

T H E G R E A T E S T G I F T 

For C h r i s t m a s , December 19, 1940, the pupils of Red House 
School presented me with a black lea ther bound Bible- It has my n a m e , 
Grace F i l e r , writ ten in gold on the front cover . It has a protec t ive 
inch flap. It grows more beautiful with the ye a r s and is now thir tysix y e a r s 
old and I t r e a s u r e it dea r ly . It has a thumb index, is the King J a m e s Vers ion 
and contains many m a p s . Between the Old Tes tament and New Tes t amen t i s a 
beautifully decorated Fami ly R e g i s t e r . The words of our Savior a r e pr inted in 
Red. In the back is a complete Concordance of Refe rences . This Bible was 
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presented to me by Cather ine Knepp, she was selected by the s tuden ts . 
She collected the money for the Bible . It was a complete s u r p r i s e to m e . 
This Bible has served me well as a Sunday School Teacher and has been a 
comfort to m e . These hand wri t ten s ignatures a r e in the front and back 
of the Bible: 1) Ruby Mart in 

2) Mary Lena Biggs 
3) Lorene Gnegy 
4) Cla rence Wolfe 
5) Geneva Kimble 
6) Benny Knepp 
7) Wayne Hause r 1940 - Four th Grade 
8) Lois Ann Bachtel 
9) Car ro l l Luzier 

10) Leona Hebb 

1) Ruth Keyser 
2) Louise Smith 
3) Eva Mart in 
4) Blanche Mart in 
5) Char les Aronhalt ....... Fifth Grade 
6) Junior Kimble 
7) Clifton Reall 
8) Ralph P r i t t s , J r . 
9) Gi lber t Smith 
10) Ha r ry Bray 

1') Dale Shaffer 
2) Donald Drenning 
3) George Hauser 
4) Billy Chisholm 
5) Rober t Hause r Sixth Grade 
6) Wilda Gnegy 
7) Geneva Brown 
8) B a r b a r a Bachtel 
9) Colene Mart in 

1) Twila Poling 
2) Eileen Rolfe 
3) Cather ine Knepp 
4) Bonnie Simmons 
5) Edna Beckman 
6) Helen Shaffer 
7) Ruth Hauser 
8) Ethel Ridder 
9) Betty Smith 

10) Eugene Bachtel 



Page # 6 
G-V-A-044 

T H E G R E A T E S T G I F T (cont . ) 

11) Cecil Simmons 
12) Lavonna Whitehair Seventh Grade 

C U R R I C U L U M 

We always began the day with the Lords P r a y e r and a favorite 
hymn. This was followed by the pledge to our flag and a patr iot ic song. 
Then we had s to r ies and poems , and somet imes r iddles and jokes . 

Everyday all grades had Reading, Spelling, Writing, Ari thmet ic 
and English. The children worked in groups - 1 alone - 2 and 3 -
3 and 4 - 4 and 5 - 6 and 7. We a l te rna ted Geography and His tory . 
Once a week we had Civics , Agricul ture and Health. The older pupils 
helped the younger pupi ls . Leland Mosser and Mildred Hamilton were 
like having two student t e a c h e r s . F i r s t g rade learned as much from 
them as they did from m e . They a lso made flash c a r d s , decorated 
bulletin boards , dri l led on Ari thmet ic Combinat ions . Mildred went away 
to college but has always kept in touch. Leland is like family to me , he 
even drove his s i s t e r , M r s . Ear l Har sh , his father, Ray Mosser and 
Mr . Benjamine Knepp to my r e t i r emen t dinner in Eckhart , Maryland. It 
was the high point of my evening. I will never be able to thank him 
enough. That night I rece ived a citation from Governor Mandel of Maryland 
for 44 yea r s as an Elementary P r i n c i p a l . It was presented to me by 
Delegate William Byrnes of Eckhar t . 

A R T 

Miss Catherine Baker came to Red House once a week, on 
Fr iday , for two pe r iods . She taught Grades 1 thru 7 . Here we learned 
we had a natural a r t i s t , l i t t le Miss Cather ine Knepp. She could play 
the piano, sing, dance, draw, paint and do all kinds of hand work. I 
was so proud of the talent invested in this l i t t le g i r l . In High School 
she excelled in all s tud ies . She left us while a music major at Potomac 
State College. Her life was not in vain; she left so many people with 
so many happy m e m o r i e s . 
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M U S I C 

M r . Gibson, State Music Superv isor , saw that each school was 
supplied with one song book for each g rade , to be used by the t eache r . 
Each teacher was requi red to purchase he r own pitch pipe. The sixth 
and seventh grades were requi red to r ead music by sy l lab les . We did 
much singing by r o t e . 

We were lucky to have M r s . J a m e s Hamilton (Ne l l a ) , mother of 
Wayne, Mildred and Harold Hamilton, in our school community. She was 
an accomplished pianist and vocal is t . One source of our money ras ing 
was having commercia l ope re t t a s . This r equ i red weeks of prac t ic ing . 
M r s . Hamilton produced the best opere t tas it has ever been my p leasure 
to s e e , we had huge c rowds . When we were ready for our f i rs t opere t ta , 
the seats for the auditorium had not yet a r r i v e d . Fa ther Sauer , the p r i e s t 
of the Oakland Catholic Church loaned us the cha i r s from his cafe ter ia . 
They had not even been unpacked. I never heard of such unselfish c o 
opera t ion. It was through the efforts of M r s . Hamilton that we were able 
to pay for a brand new small piano. Some of my fond memor ies were 
Tom Sawyer, Boot Black Mins t re l s , Rebecca of Sunnybrook F a r m and many 

t h e r s . 

S C I E N C E 

M r s . Caroline Wilson helped introduce Science into the Cur r i cu lum. 
D r . Carpenter asked the upper g rades of Red House to use his experimental 
r e co rds and help perfect thern. F o r this we would receive a complete se t 
of the r e c o r d s . We would l is ten to the r e c o r d s , follow suggestions and 
instruct ions and write up the resu l t s and r e tu rn them to him in a special 
conta iner . This was quite an honor and a chal lenge. We all learned a new 
vocabu a r y . A new approach to thinking; a scientific way to solve p r o b l e m s . 
Living in a ru ra l community had p repa red the boys and g i r l s for a world of 
scientific discovery. 

As a resu l t of D r . Carpen te r s work we were l a te r asked to work 
on paper back science books writ ten by D r . C r a i g . We rece ived a se t of 
books lor each grade for this effort. 

We had to give demonstra t ions for other county schools not involved 
in the exper iment . Much depended on the r e c o r d s . Jus t as we were going 
to play the r eco rds a s to rm came up and the e lec t r ic i ty went off, but we 
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S C I E N C E (con t . ) 

told what the r eco rd contained and saved the day. Thanks to my very 
good scientific pupi ls . 

V I S U A L A I D E S 

N A T U R E T R A I L 

We decided to make a Nature Tra i l which was a Craig suggestion. 
We decided to get permiss ion from M r . B . J . Knepp, Mr . James Hamilton 
and Mr . Smith (Chimney C o r n e r ) . 

We chopped a t ra i l with saws and ha t che t s . Next we went through 
and labeled everything. We labeled t r ee s and were able to identify them 
by shape of crown, l eaves , and ba rk . We made one wild flower book. 
We never picked any though, we conserved them. We just drew many 
p ic tu re s . 

We also made a bird booklet. We purchased a bird song r eco rd 
and bird books. 

We put a car m i r r o r on a t r ee b ranch so we could watch the baby 
birds hatch. We labeled one t r ee the saddle t r e e . Ten pupils could s t radd le 
i t . 

Our Nature Tra i l soon became famous . Miss Grace Alder, Ba l t imore , 
Maryland Board of Education, came to walk over the t r a i l . She ruined h e r 
hose . Miss Alder, thought she would catch one of the students by asking, 
"What kind of cloud is tha t?" . She was astonished by the answer , "I think 
i ts Cumulus, with some nimbus around the edges" . 

Miss Alder re turned bringing Miss Gladys Hopkins. They made a 
movie and sl ides of tne Red House Nature T r a i l . The s l ides , I bel ieve, 
a r e still available in the visual a r t s depar tment , Maryland State Board of 
Education. 
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TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS OF THE RED HOUSE SCHOOL 

One room school (frame building) 

Naomi Lohr 
Grace E . Browning 
Lillie B . Weimer 
Alice Wolfe 
Mary J . P ickre l l 
Sadie Slaubaugh 
Ber tha Beeghley 
Ruth McCrobie 
Marshal l Wolfe 
Harvey Fike 
Ea rnes t P a r r a c h 
Ethel Holler 
Mary Ours 
Eva Montgomery (Ream) 
Anna El r ich (Getty) 
Leona -Ward 
Grace F i l e r 

1936 Red Brick School Building Pr inc ipa l s 

Grace E . F i l e r (Pr inc ipa l ) 
Marguer te (Cook) Wilson - Grades 1-2-3 
Phyll is Williams 
Edwin Elins 
Sue Harvey (Substitute) 
Hildred Mulvey 
Dorothy W. Spaid 

F U N D R A I S I N G 

The children sold seeds in ear ly Spr ing. The seeds were a 
penny a package and the la rge packages were five cen t s . F a r m e r s 
without chi ldren in school would stop r!.by and o rde r s e e d s . . They were 
of a very high quality. 
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FUND RAISING ( cont.) 
Red House began holding dinners when the new school was buil t . 

The menu usually was chicken or ham mashed pota toes , green beans with 
ham flavoring, baked corn , baked beans , h a r v a r d bee t s , applesause , p ick les , 
homemade rol ls and bread , gravy, coffee, tea , milk, cake, pie and you 
name i t . 

I do not exaggerate when I say the following cooks could never be 
equaled on this ea r th . They knew exactly how to season and used most ly 
their own r e c e i p t s . They would s t a r t serving at 4:00 and would serve until 
8 :00 . They served severa l hundred m e a l s . People came from Oakland, 
Gormania , Elkins , T e r r a Alta, Thomas and Davis . 

These wonderful cooks we re : 

M r s . Frank Shaffer 
M r s . Ben F . Knepp 
M r s . Ray Mosser 
M r s . I ra Mil ler ( M r s . Mosse r s s i s t e r - i n - l a w ) 
M r s . J a m e s Hamilton 
M r s . Herber t Soelders 
M r s . John Bachtel 

- M r s . Amos Martin 
M r s . Cyous Wolfe 
M r s . Dewey Gnegy 
M r s . Lee Shaffer 
M r s . George M a r t i n . 
M r s . Ear l Harsh 
Miss Delia Wolfe 
M r s . Darwin Hauser 
M r s . E r n e s t Mosser 
M r s . Mark Bachtel -
M r s . E rnes t Ridder 
M r s . Paul Riley 
Mrs.; Pea r l Whitehaif 
Mrs . ' Paul Bachtel 
M r s . John Poling 
M r s . Greely Janoske 



Page # 11 
G-V-A-044 

MY H O N O R R O L L 

I had five pupils who never had another teacher but me in Grades 
1 thru 7 . They w e r e : 

Berna rd Bachtel 
Helen Gordon 
Harold (Buddy) Hamilton 
Orvil le Wolfe 
Blanche Wolfe 

. 
Be rna rd Eachtel gave his life for us on Iowa J i m a . We never 

even saw him in uniform. He received one furlough at the end of Basic 
T ra in ing . He was a quiet, lovable, intellegent boy and he will always 
be a young man in my memory . 

Buddy Hamilton keeps me up to date with a long l e t t e r each 
C h r i s t m a s . He is an organis t , and a Civil Engineer . He i s a grea.t 
person and I look forward to his l e t t e r each y e a r . 

Helen Gordon moved from Gar re t t County. She was an exceptional 
s tudent . 

Blanche Wolfe m a r r i e d and lives at Deep Creek Lake with her lovely 
family. Even in Elementary School she showed signs of being a perfect 
h o m e m a k e r . £>he helped keep the c l a s s room clean and t idy. She had a 
lovely persona l i ty . 

Orvil le Wolfe went on to Oakland High School. He was a good public 
speaker and should have been a l awyer . Orvil le l ives in Richmond, Virginia 
and works with Virginia Carolina Wholesale Hardware as a buyer. 

April 1976 
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